
In The BriRhton County Court Claim No: 7BN01851

BETWEEN:

Colin Bruce Bennett Claimant

-and -

Brighton and Sussex University Defendant
Hospitals NHSTrust

DEFENCE

1. Brighton and Sussex University Hospitals NHSTrust ("the Trust") has
received Particulars of Claim, attached to Brief Details of the claim.
The Trust is responding in so far as it is able to the Claim as currently
particularised, and reserves the right to amend its position should
further particulars be provided.

2. The Trust neither admits nor denies the diagnosis of the claimant, or
the type of aids he uses. The Trust admits that the claimant is a
disabled person within the meaning of the Disability Discrimination
Act ("the Act"). The Trust is aware of its responsibilities under the
Act. .

3. The Trust is responsible for several acute hospitals including the
Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton, and the Princess Royal
Hospital, Haywards Heath. There are several Board Rooms and other
meeting rooms in different Trust premises. Its premises include
Sussex House, Abbey Road, Brighton and a building on the Princess
Royal Hospital site known as Downsmere. The Trust admits it is a
service provider under the Act.

4. The Trust admits it owes a duty of care to make reasonable
adjustments to services to make them available to users with
disabilities. The Trust denies that it is failing to take steps to
implement actively the Disability Discrimination Act on its premises
and in its services. The Trust avers that, as evidence of its
commitment to recognising and accommodating the different needs
of people with a wide range of disabilities, it has

4.1 established a Disability Group, to assist the Trust in fulfilling
its obligations under the Act. The Disability Group has wide-
ranging membership including patients, staff (disabled and
able-bodied), carers and other representatives. The Group is




