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TEL: 01273 32531
Defendant(s)
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THE OLD MARKET TRUST
THE OLD MARKET (ARTS CENTRE)

UPPER MARKET STREET
HEE

N3 3AL  TEL: 01293736222 M

Brief details of claim T am seexing AN ORDER UNDER THE

DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION AT 1995 (DPA) INSTRUCTING -THDSE (N CONTROL-
OF ME Gi> matKET CARTSERNTAS), HOE O INSTAL, OPERATE AotD MACNTANE A
INDUCTION  L00P BR AN INFRA RED SYSTEM SERVING ALL PARTS OF THE OLD
MARKET AND ALL AUDIENCES AT THEIR EVENTS. TAM A HEARING IMPAIRED
PERSON WHO CAN POLOW A MEETING E£TC. BY MEANS pF TWO PowER FUL
HERRING AIDS THAT T WEAR ALL THE TIME . TG Do 1HIS 1T 15 NECESSARY THAT THE
NENUE  HAS -AN INDUCTION LOOP OR. An INFRA RED SYSTEM , |yHicH THE OLD MARKET
CLAMS T0 HAVE. T HAVE NEVER FOUND THIS TO BE THE CASE . SPECIFICALLY A0 SUCH
SYSTEM wWas OPERATING WHEN T ATTENDED A TALK ON 20 NOVEMBER, 2006 .LTAM
VQ;L“W CLaiMING DAMAGES OF £ 2000 AND my COSTS.

Pl A e z £
ﬁﬂ:?f:ﬂt ? BOARD OF TRUSTEES s‘h.mnunt claimcd { o DGB &
address THE OLD MARKET TRUST R T— !l g 4
THE OLD MARKET (ARTS CEIWRE) Counﬁ:e s aigh ! 'l 2000
UPPER MARKET STREET Sullcuu;_sfnm -; M. A - . ,ﬁ
HOVE | Totalamount | 2.\ 2:..:. ~ 0o
B 5 . Baoer” L S

The court office at

15 open beteeen 10 am and 4 pem Mosday o Friday, When corneiponding with the count, please addness forms or letters o the Court Manager wiwd guote the cheim number
N1 Claim form (CPR Pant ) (00.02)
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| Claim No.

Does, or will, your claim include any issues under the Human Rights Act 19987 Eﬂ:’c& [] No

Particulars of Claim (attached)(to follow)

ATTACHED .

Smtemcnt of Truih

. *(I believe)(The Claimant believes) that the facts stated in these particulars of claim are true.
| * 1am duly authorised by the claimant to sign this statement

- Full name E;QM%&%%__@»EWMH v PR o
| Name of claimant’s solicitor’s firm

5 *(Claimunt}&mumﬁmdm&mw (if signing on behalf of firm or company)

. ;Eefa‘n as appmprmw

MR~ CoLin BRUCE BENRETT

Clalmant 5 or claimant’s solicitor’s adl:hﬂs to

TUP PLAT which documents or payments should be sent if
6] LANSDOWNE PLACE different from overleaf including (if appropriate)
HOVE details of DX, fax or e-mail.

BruS 41FL
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IN THE BRIGHTON COUNTY COURT CLAIM No.
BETWEEN:
COLIN BRUCE BENNETT Claimant
-and -

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
THE OLD MARKET (ARTS CENTRE) Defendant

PARTICULARS OF CLAIM

(Claim in proceedings to which CPR Part 7 applies)

. I am submitting these Particulars of Claim and attaching them to the Brief Details of Claim.

I have been diagnosed with Usher’s Syndrome and accordingly have both a loss of sight and
hearing. [ wear binaural hearing aids and rely on them to interpret speech. Accordingly, I am
and was at all material times a disabled person within the meaning of section 1 and schedule
1 of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995,

The Defendant is a well-known Arts Centre catering for the citizens of Brighton and Hove
and beyond. It has been comprehensively modernised to a high standard with large sums of
public and charitable money. The Defendant is accordingly a service provider as defined by
section 19(2) of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 ('the Act").

By virtue of section 21 of the Act, the Defendant owed, at all material times, an anticipatory
duty to disabled people in general including me, to make reasonable adjustments.

On Monday, 20 November 2006 I attended a talk at the Old Market given by Mr. Jeremy
Bowen, the BBC's Middle East Editor. Although I had given good notice of my requirement
that any induction loop or infra-red system should be functioning on that occasion (although
it was not necessary for me to do that) I found out that no such system was working then. A
fuller account is given in my letter dated 10 December 2006. I attach a copy of this letter to
these particulars. 1 delivered the letter by hand to The Old Market at 9:25 am on 11

December 2006. Sadly, I have received no response whatsoever.

I aver that no functioning induction loop or infra-red system was available for my use — or
for anyone else's. I aver that I was therefore unable to clearly hear and effectively follow the
talk and the questions that followed despite every help from Mr. Bowen.

By reason of the matter complained of above, the Defendant has committed an unlawful act
of discrimination against me, contrary to sections 19, 20 and 21 of the Disability
Discrimination Act 1995,

PARTI ARS

Contrary to section 19(1)(b), by failing to comply with its duty under section 21(4). Namely,
failing to ensure that a permanent or in the alternative a temporary, induction loop or infra-
red broadcast system or similar system and/or ancillary equipment was installed and/or
available for use in any part of the audience area of The Old Market.
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By reason of the matter and breaches as aforesaid, I sustained distress and injury to my
feelings.

PARTICULARS OF INJURY TO FEELINGS

I found the effective exclusion of myself from participation in the event taking place at the
above venue to be distressing. I felt that the Defendant had failed to take account of my
needs as a disabled person. As I have previously raised issues of reasonable adjustments
with the Defendant, I felt disillusioned by the Defendant's failure to address my concerns.

Further, 1 claim interest pursuant to section 69 of the County Courts Act 1984, on the sums
found to be due to me, at such rate and for such period as the Court shall determine.

AND I claim:

A declaration that the Defendant unlawfully discriminated against me for a reason relating
to my disability.

Damages.

An wﬁﬁ&g to require the Defendant to comply with their duty to make reasonable
adjustments.

Interest as aforesaid, pursuant to section 69 of the County Courts Act 1984.

Further or other relief.

Costs.

I BELIEVE THAT THE FACTS STATED IN THIS PARTICULARS OF CLAIM ARE TRUE.

I SHALL BE SUBMITTING ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OF MY ATTEMPTS TO GET THE
MANAGEMENT OF THE OLD MARKET TO COMPLY WITH THE DDA. I SHALL ALSO BE
SUBMITTING TWO WITNESS STATEMENTS.

COLIN BRUCE BENNEé c/é/ 77 ( @{"’L—/Q

10 3 Aroused oot
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Tel :+44(0) 1273 325311 Top Flat
61 Lansdowne Place
e-mail : colinbbennett(@palmeira.org.uk HOVE East Sussex
BN3 1FL

Date : 10/12/06

DELIVERED BY HAND

Dr Michael Ray

Trustee, the Old Market Arts Centre
Upper Market Street

HOVE

BN3 ...

Dear Michael Ray

We have met tangentially a few times in the last thirty years. The last time, I
think, was at a meeting called by Selma Montford at the Brighthelm Centre.
That was in January 2006.

You are a fellow alumnus of Kings College London and I met some
contemporaries of yours when I attended the alumni weekend in June 2006. The
Geographers were very well represented.

I am writing concerning an important matter about the accessibility of the old
market. Over the last few years I have tried to get the Centre to make itself
accessible for people with hearing problems. I began this quest about four years
ago as I wanted to be sure I could hear lectures etc. taking place there. I have
defective hearing but I can tune in successfully to the spoken word if a
microphone (near the speaker's mouth) and an induction loop system or infra-
red system is installed and working. If I remember correctly, the Old Market
website did claim to have an induction loop but when I sought to have it shown
to me it could not be found. Later it transpired that there were neck loops
suitable for an infra-red system stored in a cupboard. It seems they have not
been used for years. So it appeared that there was an infra-red system in the
Old Market.

On several visits to the Old Market in the last few years the infra-red system has
never worked. About two years ago the Argus took an interest in this situation
and Nigel Freedman of The Argus spoke to Steven Neiman and extracted a
promise that things be put in order. I therefore decided not to pursue an action
in Brighton County Court under the Disability Discrimination Act, 1995 (DDA).
Sadly, things did not improve and I was unable to hear the lecture given by
Robin Cook, MP, shortly before his death.






