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Witness statement bv Colin Bruce Bennett of TODFlat. 61 Lansdowne Place. HOVE
BN31FL

1. My name is Colin Bruce Bennett and I was born on 12 October 1940. I am a retired
electrical engineer. I have a severe hearing impairment which necessitates my wearing a
pair of powerful digital hearing aids. I have Usher Syndrome type 2 which is retinitis
pigmentosa (RP) with an associated hearing loss. I am a registered blind person.
2. My life is greatly enhanced by the provision of induction loops or infra-red systems in

~ public places such as lecture theatres and theatres. I campaign for these to be installed
and to function in such venues. This is not only for my own benefit but for the wider deaf
population, the majority of whom shy away from revealing themselves as having hearing
problems. In former years I too was "ashamed" of my hearing problem and would often
disguise it. In the days before induction loops or infra-red systems were installed, most
meetings meant little to me. The invention of induction loops and infra-red systems is a
tremendous boon for hearing impaired people Le. those who have some "residual"
hearing. Sadly, they are of no use to people with no hearing.
3. For some years I have wanted to attend lectures etc. at the Old Market Arts Centre,
Hove but I have in fact seldom attended such meetings because there is no functioning
induction loop or infra-red system there as far as I can ascertain, although the
management claim to have such a system. This is a shame particularly as the OMAC is
an attractive venue near to me.
4. A few years ago I made an effort to get the management of OMAC to take their
responsibilities under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) seriously. I challenged
them to show me and to demonstrate to me the induction loop which they claimed to have
at OMAC. They were not able to do this. Eventually they told me they had discovered, in a

~ cupboard, some neck loops apparently suitable for an infra-red system. The batteries
inside were leaking and these neck loops had obviously not been used for some years. I
extracted a promise from Mr Stephen Neiman that he would get a functioning infra-red
system or induction loop installed. Nigel Freedman of The Argus took an interest in the
matter and I was hopeful that things would improve.
5. In the last couple of years I have attended some lectures at OMAC but without the
benefit of a functioning induction loop or infra-red system. One such was a lecture given
by Robin Cook MP not long before his death. I spoke with people near me who had
hearing aids and they also lamented the fact that they could not hear.
6. A talk by Jeremy Bowen, the BBC's Middle East editor was advertised for 20 November
2006. The flyer for this event (which I still have) makes no claim for an infra-red system or
induction loop to be at the venue. The talk was mainly to launch his new book and I am
very interested in this subject. Accordingly I purchased from City Books two tickets for
myself and my companion. I gave notice via City Books that I would be attending so that I
could be sure that if there were a functioning induction loop or infra-red system then there
would be plenty of time for it to be in order. Of course, I did not need to do this since the
spirit of the DDA is that a disabled person can take advantage of the facilities for such




