Tel
: +44 (0) 1273 325311

Fax     : +44 (0) 870 7066253

e-mail
: colinbbennett@palmeira.org.uk

Date
: 2 February 2008

The Director of the Solicitors Regulation Authority

Solicitors Regulation Authority

Ipsley Court

Berrington Close

REDDITCH

B98 OTD


Top Flat

61 Lansdowne Place

HOVE  East Sussex

BN3 1FL

Dear Sir or Madam

Mohammed Lodhi 

Partner, A to Z Law Services

I looked on the Law Society's website in order to find out how to suggest that a solicitor have his licence to practise revoked. 

I discovered the section relating to the Solicitors Regulation Authority. The thrust of this area was complaints against ones own solicitor. I have no compliant against my own solicitor; I am making a complainant against the solicitor who is named at the head of this letter. 

The reason for my suggestion is the behaviour of Mr Lodhi as indicated in an article in the Times of 24 January 2008. I attach a print-out of the news item. 

A Blue badge enables a disabled person to park his/her vehicle in certain places that are forbidden to people without such a badge. Blue badges are thus very "valuable" and confer a privilege on some people which we do not begrudge. However, most people and that includes of course disabled people themselves, feel strongly about the fraudulent use of blue badges. This fraud comes about in several ways:

1. People who are not really eligible for them obtaining them as a result of undue pressure on their Doctors.

2. A purchase of stolen blue badges.

3. The forging of Blue Badges.

4. Improper use of genuine blue badges in the name of other people.

This fraudulent use is a scandal and it is widespread in the UK, not least here in Brighton and Hove. Blue badges are always being stolen from cars which usually involves smashing a car window. These stolen badges are then sold. It is the norm for virtually every expensive motor car to have a blue badge on it. Similarly, nearly all estate agents cars have blue badges and one can frequently see young estate agents jumping out of cars with blue badges on their windscreens. This behaviour is all too blatant. 

I wonder if the Law Society issues strict instructions on Solicitors not to use Blue badges fraudulently. It seems to me from the Times article that Mr Lodhi thought he was above the Law or thought he could break it with impunity. It is clear from the article and from the Court appearance that Mr Lodhi made a practise of using a blue badge to which he was not entitled. Please note that he is a partner in his law firm and no doubt juniors will consider that they could do like wise. 

I strongly request that you set things in motion to examine the behaviour of Mr Lodhi and to see if he has breached the Law Society's rules which no doubt stipulate that lawyers should not break the criminal law. If he has broken these rules then I ask that Mr Lodhi have his license to practise revoked. If the Law Society's rules do not make it clear that this criminal behaviour is not compatible with being a solicitor then they should be updated immediately.

I have no connection whatsoever with Mr Lodhi and I had never heard of him until I read the Times article. 

Yours Faithfully

Colin B Bennett
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